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DERBYTOWN GAZETTE

SONGS WE SING—*TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME”

Researched by Mike Sitter

“Baseball Polka,” written in 1858, is the fiest known song
about America's favorite pastime. It was never uite x5 P
lar, though, as Jack Norworth's 1908 classie, “Take Me Owt
1o the Ball Game,™ which he wrote in 15 minutes on SCTap
paper wlpil:: ril:[iug_ a train. He then l:lrl::l\':th.':l I!Iu: |.1_.'rn‘3 L4
Albert Voo Tilrer, who tumrm:wr] the music. Neither had
ever been to a basehall game, Before the JLAr Was OVer, a hit
Sﬂng Was lﬂﬂ'n-

Norworth (1875 195%) was a Very sucoessful entertainer/
songwriter. He wrote more than 2,500 SONES, I.I'u'lll.lll.l'l__ﬂ
“Shine Omn, Harvest Moon,” which he also IH."I1IIL‘|J i 1S
He and his wife, Mora B-I:f{'!‘. I'l-rrfrn:rmq.'d O Enudwa}' and in
Vauceville. He also wrote SONES Tor the Kh’gllrm Follics, and
hie waz a Iam'nrma.l friend of W, C. Fields,

Van Tilzer {1875- I"]‘Sﬁ} alzo warked in Vaudeville and in the
music FnHixhing bhusiness, He, 100, wrote songs for Broad-
way, anel he contributed 1o several Hn]l:.'w::-rui films, includ.
ing “Birth of a Nation”™ in 1930, "Here Comes the Band” in
1935, and *Rawhide™ in 1938,

Bazeball's unollical anthem, *Take Me Out 1o the Ball Game”
is tradittonally sung during the seventh inning stretch, in spite
of the technicality that it is written from the perspective of
SCHTIEONE 1ol 1:|.Irrrr|.|:|l1_.' walrlung a game. The verses v the
somg afe r.lh_']:r |1|:'.1.|'v|!I hast !!u,' chiorus is L'Ilﬂ:l!llllt:lﬁ]:f held 1o be
!!:ll,- l|'||r|:| ||:||::|sr-n|'Lg'||-|1|.1.J'd,'1| song in the Ulnited ."ihlt"s. aler
“The .‘il::r-ﬁlm:l:l:glrd Banner™ and 'H.trll:.:-' le!!::h}l."

“Take Me Out to the Ball Game™ iz .||gu.1|:r]‘_|' the most well-
known and beloved compasition in all ef sports. Alter all,

whis can resiat it?

ROBIN’S NEST
By Robin Reid

Did you know the Johnny Appleseed Dis.
trict used 1o be divided into seven divisions,
each named after a tvpe of appler They
were:  Baldwin, Cortland, Jonathan, Mel-
rose, Mclntosh, Rome and Stayman.  The
Akron Chapter was in the Melrose Divi-
sion. These designations were dropped in

the late 19905,

In October 1995, the Akron t'lul:lli,'r
hosted the JAD Convention and Contests at

{\l}'al:r_rga Falls H:igll Schoaol, under the gen-

Billic Crosley, Ed's wife, designed the ap-
ple (left) for the front of the program.
Besides  directing the Elyria’s Cascade
Chordsmen Chorus in the contest, Kirk
Roose competed in two quartets, Vocal
Express and Two Pair, the latter with his
son, Carl.

The back cover of the program advertised
the upcoming 49th Annual Parade of Quar-
tets, The show would feature Gas House
Gang, Yesteryear and Fred, one past and
two  eventual  International  Champion

Billie {,‘mulr}- tla.-i.ignv.tl
the program cover.

eral chairmanship of Bill Kuniz.

Cuartets.

AKRON CHAPTER CHARTERED 60 YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

Gleaned from Ed Crosley’s Akron Chapter History

In arder to enroll quartets in a contest to be held at the Akron
Armory on April 7, what would become the Akron Chapter
first met at the Akron Civic Club on March 9, 1939, First
prize was $250 to be applied to the expenses of attending the
first national SPEBSOSA contest in Tulsa, Okla. There is no
record of who won Akron's first contest.

There is a ﬁw-}'mr gap in the record, but in Movember 1944,
1} men met in a room at the Portage Hotel to lay plans to
organize an official SPEBSQSA chapter in Akron.  On the

ﬁ:l"lm‘:llg_ Valentine s Dﬂ:ﬁ', 10 men convencd at the Mi}'-
flower Hotel to take the preliminary steps to organizing the
Akron Ci:aj:ln’.

On July 12, 1945, a meeting was held at the Elks Club,
where a charter was presented to the Akron Chapter. More
than 200 men attended the affair, many of them members of
nearby chapters. The Cleveland Pioneer Chorus provided
entertainment, along with a well-known Society quartet, the
Lamplighters. Akron Mayor Charles Slusser was present and
welcomed the new chapter.
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The 1955 Parakeets were (clockwise
from It'i'i.} Al Swanson, Ralph Mtlril]gt', and Dick Whiteman compete in the JAD
Forest Bostick and Dick O’Leary. contest as the Markeys, circa 1956,

Buzz Fraley never looked
better than in this Ladies®
Might skit.

FRALEY'S
PHOTO
FILE

Herb ShreMer, an unknown
lead, Ed Crosley and Buzz Fraley Bill Trumpold, Charlic Horning, Bill Bishop
sing in a novice gquartet. and Buzz Fraley form a chapter quartet.
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AKRON CHAPTER, BARBERSHOP
HARMONY SOCIETY

SPEESCEA Inc
P, O, Box 545
Akron, OHSPE ESCI5A Ing
PO, Box 5434
Aloron, OFH 453404 54
Phaome: THLE49. 1372
1|‘F'|.'|‘H':|.'
||rI;r." £ akr Hlﬂn‘n}lh’wm!u:u\. (§} irxu! CENT

Bulatin Edilor Mike Sither
2480 Banton Ave., Akron OH 44312
Telephone: 330-T84-6455
E-mail: mcittor® mso. ir.com
A SMILE INCREASES

YOUR FACE VALUE.

Urless showing a byline or form of credit, all
writlen materials are the creation of the editor
and do not necessanly reflect the opinion of
the Akron Chapter of the Barbershop Har-
mony Society or of the Society. Deadline for

Mon- Profut 1.’]:1_5
LIS, POSTAGE PAID
Cuyahoga Falls, Chio

Permit Mo, 582

submitting articles coincides with the date of chapter Board of Direc-
tors meatings, which are nomally the first Monday of each month,
Vigion Statement: We are dedicaled to providing each member
active suppor, respect, fellowship and friendship through coopera-
tion, sharing, leadership, and maintenance of high ethical standards.
Mission Statement: We enrich lives through singing.

We perpetuate and celebrate the barbershop style of singing.

We support vocal music education.

Wa strive to provide quality musical enfertainment.

We serve our members by sharing fellowship, promoting skills and

developing leadership.

We build better communities as we keep the whole world singing.

ROBIN REID

REEP THE WHoE Woep Siveng”

Return Service chm'..'it{:d

2748 SMITH RD
FAIRLAWN OH 44333
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Copley Bandstand Show, Tpm

Music Team meeting, 6:30pm

Chapter Open House

6lth Anniversary party, Wingfoot Lake
Performance at Akron Acros game, Tpm
Matinee Singers rehearsal, 1pm

Show Committee, 7-Ypm

1l ﬂuguhl 7 Hirrmm:.' {'u“i'g_l:', Chio State

LIniversit ¥s Columbaz, Ohio

ALIGLIST

Board of Directors meeting, Tpm
Decbytown Gazerte deadline
Harmaony for Lunch Bunch, 11am
Matince Singers rehearsal, 1pm

12-13 Middle Bass Weoadshed

16

Music Team meeting, [ iI-'I'Hun

16- 19 Harmony 'f..'.'lmp.. Columbus

18 Matince Singers, Bath Manor, Ipm
18-21 Hurkl':.'q' Invitational, Colwmbaes
W0 Cider Press deaclline

25 Matinee Sing;'rs r:'lﬂqurxﬂl, |Pn1

.2‘; ﬂhnw f,'nrnmiﬂd,u,', -r'-'.irrm

SEPTEMBER

1 Harmony for Lunch Bunch, 11am
i Lakesicle Show, Lakeside, Ohio

T Music Team, Trml

3 Matinee Singers rehearsal, Tpm
1 JAD Western Division Contest
12 Board of Directors meeting, '?|m|
12 Bulletin deadline

17 JAD Eastern Division Contest

20 Akron Corn Roast

21 Matince Singers rehearsal, Ipm
21 Show Committes, 7-9pm




