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DERBY TOWN GAZETTE

THE SONGS WE SING—*YOoUu ARE MY SUNSHINE”

“When | was a small boy in the 1940s," reminizces Don Jones,
“every Saturday afternoen we would go o the theatre 1o see
cuwbo-_\' movies.  The hero was either RI:!}' Rngi,'r.-:, Gane
F.utr_'f. or an.llnng (..‘11!'5“"[. Az | recall, "You Are M:.' Sun-
shine’ was a cowboy song that Gene Autry used as his theme
song. Since the Akron Derbytown Chorus has a few other
men of my gencration, maybe they can either confirm or cor.
rect me on this™

Being much, much younger than Don, your editor had 1o
resort to the internet to research the accuracy of his recollec-
tion. Jimmie Davis and Charles Mitchell are eredited with
mmpming the music and |:.'r:|:,:: in 1940, In 1957, it became
the nl“t.‘ial atate ﬁ-ung of Loutstana.

Tex Ritter sang this very popular song, with Bob Wills and
Hiz Texas FIJ}'M}'S, in the 1940 western, Take Me Bock to
Oklahoma, Daviz used it as his campaign song when he ran for
governor of Lowisiana in 194,  Gene Autry's classic re-
cording was made on June 18, 19%41. Many other singers
have recorded this song, including Bob Atcher and Bing
Croshy, who scored a hit with it.

Auiry was a talented songwriler as well as a fine singer. In
fact, he wrote hundreds of songs, including his theme song,
“Back in the Saddle Again,” which he co-wrote with Ray
Whitley.

“You Are My Sunzhine” was first re-
corded by the Pine Ridge Boys on Au-
gust 22, 1939, The Rice Brothers Gang

“BuTtr NOW FOR
THE REST OF
THE STORY..."

recorded it 22 days later. Country music star and former
Louistana governor [Jimmie Davis, along with one Charlic
Mitchell, lmugj:l the lig]ﬂ.ﬂ 1o the song fremm Paul Rice for 535
in late 1939, Davis published the song on January 30, 1940,
and recorded it on :Fl.'|;|r|,ur:.' 5, His r;-r;rprrl'in_g was ofne of the
li]l:‘ I}!c L":JI.II'I‘F:«' rlllhﬁil’ rl,'l,'(!rfli'l'li_"ﬁ ﬂl‘ tIH'I_ -\4_"3" .‘Lutl'.. ]I’Id
Crosby then made separate recordings of the song in 1941,
:m|i1l:|'}'m‘|__l il% status as an American (‘.iaﬁw. i

Rj‘.": l.'I:II]'IH.'i! (L] Il.ﬂ'\'l' l"n'l'l'rﬂ!ﬂ'd !l!r Sl:ll'l._‘: 111] 1"‘.'51 I11K‘rt are
still peaple alive, however, who remember hearing it long
before 1937, Contrary claims notwithstanding, Oliver Hood
wrote *You Are Mw:' Sunshine.” He wrote the words to the
song on the back of a brown paper sack, which his children
:1'I.i:|.|. ]mm-.u. .1|||:|. |||." rtrnl |1-('r!|‘11n111.'1] l|1n mulg_ at a VFW con.
vention in hiz home town, I,a(jrangl.l, Ga., in 1933, He sang
it threugh a megaphone out of a hotel window, and he sang
no less than 200 verses, most of which are lost.  In the mid-
1930s Hood performed the song with other musicians, in-
eluding Paul Rice.

In 1957, at the urging of ene of his sons, Hood wrote, and
thiz time 1m!rfr|_gh1-:d “Somebody Stole My Sunshine Away,” a
song about the theft of *You Are My Sunshine.” What fal-
lows is the chorug from this little known sequel.

Somewhere the sun is shining,

But there’s rain in my heart today.
There's no denying

'r'l:' heart k.t'l.'pcl- erying

Ht:lrl:lt'.l'r-!":btl}' .‘-till:‘ l"l:"t!' .1-1JII:<|‘|II|.|.' ﬂ“'nl.:i'.

THE SHOW MUST GO ON

By Jim Elliott

i1"." .I"Ik'il“ {15]'“1.':’ H-I:I.H'I:I. ll[ I]lrﬂl'l1|r$ '\'!Jll"] on hi‘}' I:} LLi
beok Max Q, Real Time and Just the Ticket guartets on the
0 Annual Show .,

The Show Committee will meet at 7 pm, qu:!ag, M.]..'_-' 23,
at the West Akron {'l::-m1'|11||nt:.' Center on Shatto Avenue.

Vie Dancrea and 1 will co-chair the committee.  Buzz Fraley

|I|:“:I I1|Ill- \'11!IIII'|.I."I."EE"! By st . |'.l“ I.H.IH."I‘E‘ are “'l.']i.'ﬂlrl'll'.

CARING AND SHARING

-

Frank Rennic

E}J Bobin Reid and Mike Sitter

Frank Renmnie has been transferred 1o Maison
Aine Nursing Home, 2210 L'Ermitage Place,
Stow, OH 44224, telephone (3307 6E3-1188,
1.'l€r|1||1.1§c Place runs westward ofl Fishoreck
Raad, a couple of blocks north of the Graham

Road intersection.  IF vou know where Han.

del’s ice cream shop is, you are close, Frank is
in Room 30K, C wing.

Ed Clarke underwent an angioplasty proce-
dure last month. Fortunately, no coronary
arterics were found to be blocked, and Ed was
back performing with the Matinee Singers on
May 5.
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Ken and Kevin Greenbank
consider H.lrrnnn:r l‘,_';.mlp 0s.

George Cheetham takes us

“Drown [hixg) Way,"

Pace 11

Stan and Phyllis Martin after
Stan’s first sing out

Bolich afterglﬂw phﬂtns

Jim and Nancy Heaton at the

alterglow

Guyles Clifford
chooses the salad.

at Longhitano’s

CRAFT CORNER: BREATHING FOR EFFECT

By Kevin Keller, Music Judge/Coach
From the QT newsletter

There are a number of things that make a
group “muzical.” One of the primary tools is
the delivery of the breath.  Yes, the defiv
ey of the breath. The breath i the most im

U cach and

imporiant than any note vou sing,  Further

r1: AL IO

mare, the breath conclides the musical |L|1r.|-¢.-

rather than starting it

When the breath is the most important part ol

the I|E:-||:'.'|---.' and it concludes the Eshraw. Yo
must energize the end of the phrase o raise
the mus=ical value of the breath. You will also
sustain the energy through the phrase and
build i1, as opposed to plodding along and
!:ﬂ;ilhﬁ' inte chord w-:lr.\ln;:llsl::'_‘l_ iwiu'l!wr you
intended 1o or not?y. This reinforces the lvri
cal mesgage of the HOME. Muzacally, VOUL L

aang I(IEI.II!'I b "-IIH'\-'I.'I'. !J'II'JI'I.'-'IIE""\- l\.'l.llllr._ e s

I!'.'\-Ec lexiure. lI-|.|¥| |EIK:I|.||. ||.|'|:{'|.h'||I.E }'I::lll I'l{'ll"'\'l'
will work actually will wark, You manage
your breath better because less air is expended
|:l|.'|.'l||1"\-'\-|:f at the IH"RIHIII"]: of the |1hr;|_¢-;_ You
“”E’rﬂ\'l' :-'III:IF 1:|l'l|-|.']'lr|::l|'|'if--'ll.il"l'l L] -Jlt.l('kh' ﬂl!(l.
releases. 'When the breath is “ordinary™ (a
|l|:.'|-|.l.' Lo get airp, all that youl Can dey 12 t'x.!t'!l:.
what you were Jalready| l.|1|:|r|.g with l:!}'l:l.lnllli %
texture, color, tempo, el This iz not mus

K |I.”IL |Ii:|rH.'-|'|!III|,:.

lake one of your repertoire songs and prer
form thiz exercize. ?';|||1_|l_ 12 bars where the
l:lr'.'ul.[]:l 1= cir ':tlllﬂr :u'.. il E:llu'l':":' [ T3] !:I.'t o, .|-.|!l."|'|
sing those zame 32 bars and focus on r||..1k||1§_l|
the breath the mos |11l|:|.-=||'.a||_1.' interesting part
of the phraze. See what results you get and

which you like better.

There are a host of other things you will dis-
cover & locus on the breath will bring.  Enjov!

Iiingrr—l'trkin“ gﬂn:l food

“Happy Birthday™ to
John Lilley's cousin,
Debbie

T,
Whe's the lucky
Barbershopper?

Answer to last month's
mystery photo:Frank Lopresty,
Larry Stecle, Roger Greeni
and [, Richard Hirsch
-"_,‘;'r o pl'.J.'r novice guarfet

carly 198k}
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AKRON CHAPTER, BARBERSHOP
HARMONY SOCIETY

SPERSOSA Ine
P O, Box 5454
Akero, OH 4851404 34
Plaoe: 330-H49.3372
Wbt
hiip: ."r'al-cr\:u'bdrrh:\.nmuduam Erape = 41um

Bulletin Edfior Mike Sitter
2480 Benton Ave., Alkron OH 44312

Telephone: 330-TB4-6455
E-rmadl misitherdd neom.com

WE ARE VERY SERIOUS

ABOUT HAVING FUN.

ke THE Wi Woew Sweme”

Return Service Requested

Robin Reid promotes
Apple Corps

developing leadership.

Unless showing a byline or form of credit, all
written materials are the creation of the editor
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Akron Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony
Society or of the Society. Deadline for submit-
ting articles coincides with the date of chapter Board of Directors
meetings, which are normally the first Monday of each month,
Vision Statement: We are dedicated to providing each member
active support, respect, fellowship and friendship through coopera-
tion, sharing, leadership, and maintenance of high ethical standards.
Mission Statement : We enrich lives through singing.

We perpetuate and celebrate the barbershop style of singing.

We support vocal music education.

We strive to provide quality musical entertainment.

We serve our members by sharng fellowship, promoting skills and

Harmony for lunch bunch, 11am
Board ol Directors |||m:l|n!_:~ T'|1|'“
Bulletin deadline

Matinee Singers rehearsal, 1pm
."'|.|:lp|l|: Corps, Kl.'l'i:.'l::lrl {..'l::ltil."g_r,
Gambier, OH

;\!iﬂlll'll'f' ?\.Irl.-‘Lﬂ.'rﬁ., {:‘:'Il':lll'lﬂl
Retirement, 1:30pm

Music Team meeting. 7pm
Matinee lel_!‘uu 1, Cherokee l'alrnfr
grtlllllils, B|'|||||.|1'|1L ‘3]1|||
Father's Dy

Matince Singers rehearsal, Tpm
Cider Press deadline

Matinee lel_!,_u'rr-, Stratford
LIQ'IIIIEII[:II 1=, Fdl]l::lrl.. :! - ;t]

Nl“'l' ]Jl‘lﬁl.ll. {jl.'!ll_'.
LLS. POSTAGE PAID
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio

Permit Mo, 582

We build better communities as we keep the whole world ginging

International Convention,

Salt Lake City, UT

Harmony for Lunch Bunch, 11am

Board of Directors meeting, T|1|:1

Bulletin deadline

Matinee Singers, Western Reserve

Masonic Community, 2pm

Matinee Hll'lgd.'l 2 rehearsal | |r5u1|

{'n||-|1': Bandstand show, _|'|1u:|

Music Team mecting, 6:30

Glth Anniversary party, Wingfoot

Lake Park

Perlformance at Akron Acros game,

Canal Park, Tl'l:lrrl.

Matinee Singers rehearsal, I pm
August 7 Harmony College at Ohio
State University, Columbus, OH




