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By:Jerry Mascn Quartet Chairman

puartets heard at the Corn Reoast included
the "¥2K POUR" with Guyles Cliffcrd, Roger
Grecni, Tom Gentry and Scott Giles. A new
guartet called "Medina Showcase" featured
Lead, Guyles Clifford; Bass, Mike Pilat;
Bari Jim Grear; and Tenor, Scott Giles.
Scott said that they got together criginally
to sing at Middle Bass, and their enthusiasm
carried over to alse sing at the Corn Roast.
Wouldn't it be great to have all four of
them sing with the Akron Chapter on Tuesday
nights?

How many of you have ever woodshedded a
song in a quartet where the lead pitched
the song too low? It may seem all right
at first, but very soon you can tell that
the pitch is too low. Did you ever stop
to think that this is a measure of your
own ability to approximate "perfect pitch"?
0f course we can all match pitch, tell
the difference between a "high" note and

a "low" note. But "perfect pitch" seems
like an unattainable goal. Still we can
all improve our sense of pitch if we work
at it.

pid you ever hear the joke that "Perfect.
pitch" is the ability to throw a banje
into a dumpster without hitting any of
the four sides? No?

Well, more seriously, what about the
assertion that any sbarshopper should
always be able to sing a B flat, since

s0 many scngs start in that key, and they
have heard it soc many times befora? well
why not give yourself a test? Try to sing
a B flat and check how close you came,
using a pitch pipe or key . Some people
have a particular low note or high note
near the break of their voice that they
can use as a reference. It may help to

£ thinki of a familiar song in B flat,
like "My wild Irish Rose". Experiment with
singing several different pitches and then
checking how far off "perfect” you are.
You may surprise yourself at how close

you can come.

pon't ever let the lack of a pitch pi
keep you from singing a song! Just inform
your quartet that you have practiced
perfect pitch" and ask them to.take your
word for it that you will pitch the song
T?rmf?ctlr! If they still coaplain E:o
can always promise to i
the pitcﬂip& the naxtpttme. Well gogg

luck singing, and always try it im pitch!

ED: The QUARTET CORNER will be a Bulletin
Article from now on. If you have any input
to quarteting skills and the activities

of your guartet turm it in to our Quartat
Chairman for publication in the bulletin.
We would like have our bulletin readers
know what your guartet is doing to publicize
the art of barbershopping in our area.
Starting next year we will not be listing
the Akron Chapter active Quartets and their
contact man's name and telephone number

in the Chapter Directory. If you want to
be listed contact our Quartet Chairman

PROM UP FRONT
By: Tom Gentry Chorus Director

what a proud day September 16 was for the
berbytown Chorus! We looked great and sang
pretty well in Hubbard Ohio, scoring 731
points and gqualifying for the District
contest. We need to do that well for sure,
Qur 720 points of last year, even though
that was almost 100 points better than

in 1998, would we have had us spectating
in Charleston WV this time around. 50 many
choruses are on the rise now.

We ranked third in Presentation, and the
judges indicated we probably would have

won (!) that category had we sung better.
Take a moment to let that sink in....As

Singing judge and old friend Darryl Flinn
exclaimed in the evaluation session, "Who
were those gquys wearing Akron's cutfits?”

District conventicn is coming up scon,

so much work remains For us. Sure, we locked
good and moved well in Divisional, but

thease habits are not ingrained yet. We

need to fill in the gaps so that this Great
Leap Forward is solidified - in all our
songs, not just the contest numbers.

%0, what are you personally doing to con-
tribute to the cause? Do we wait to be
pumped up(scolded) by your musical leaders
before parforming your best, or do you

take responsibility for {oursalf? Do you
sing your best all the time, whether singing
contast, show, repertoire or polecat songs?
Do you smile and move and emote
consistently, or just when reminded?

It is up to you how we do in Charleston

WV, on our annual show and beyond. ¥Your
music team appreciates the hard work you
have put in thus far. Let us k traveling
in this most exciting and rewarding
direction.




DERD Y IUWN UALEL LE

cage v

AKRON DEBRBYTOWN CHORUS
"active Membership" Policy

Reprint from Akron Membarship Information
Manual. By:Charlie Horning PR & Commumity
Service VP

The Akron Chorus has an "Active Members
Only" policy. This means that members are
expacted to attend all rehearsals and
performances of the Akron Chorus. While
it i=s recognized that 100% attendance iz
not possible for everyone, a member whose
attendance falls substantially below the
Chorus is subject to a review of the reasons
by the Hﬂbershif Committee. The Committee
reports its findings and recosmsendaticns
to the Board Of Directors.

In addition to the attendance review process
just described, a sember of the Akron Chorus
will nmot be permitted to participate in
Chorus performances if he:

1. Is absent from five consecutive,
regularly scheduled rehearsals without
reasonable cause, or

2. Fails to attend 70% of all performances
and rehearsals ( Ar or special)

3. Hon— forming members must return
all unhm articles to Lhe Uniform
'!.n_al'ﬁb ~periorming TS are

gible for reimbursement of music
education programs financially
supported Ey the Akron Chapter.

A non-performing mesher, as defined above,
will be reinstated to active status when
a majority of both the Music Committee
and the Board Of Directors approve.

A reinstatement may be conditioned upon
such terms as the Music Committee or Board
of Directors deem appropriate.

4. Special consideration: Prior to
contests and annual shows, Chorus
members must attend 80% of all
rehearsals to perform at these events.
Members not attaining this level will
be required to demcnstrate their
proficiency to the Music Committes
or Chorus Director

If any Akron Chaptar member does not have

a copy of the: MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION MANUAL
AKRON CHAPTER SPEBSQSA, contact Mark Nedel
our Librarian and ask for a copy.

YOU MEEDN'T BE A MAGICIAN. JUST USE
A LITTLE CHARN
AND BE A

SINGER
BRINGER

TAKE NOTE

BY
Buddy Craigo
VP Music and Performance:

Congratulations to the Performing Chorus
for the great performance at the JAD Eastern
Divisional contest inm Hubbard Ohio. Those
¢f you who have seen the video tape mast
agree that we clearly demonstrated marked
isprovesent in stage presentation. The
pre.sentatim judg&a commented that faces
were :alive" and bndr sovesents matched
facial expressions” and "choreography was
very well esxecuted”. One judge asked, "Who
were those guys dressed-up in those
costumes”? The presentation scores Tlm

the Performi rus at a high B/
A level and that 1s remarkable; we have
haun worki towards this goal for the
SEVETA rs and your hard work and
icat.'l.un it all possible.

We still require a significant amount of
isprovement in the Singing and Music
categories as tones, word enunciation and
total vocal production fell short of our
expectations. There is still time to improve
on these areas and hope !ull{ we will have
most of these problems resolved prior to
the District Contest in Charleston WV on
octaber 20th.

For the record, the following shows the
points we received as compared to 1999:

Music Performance Singing
2000 1999 2000 1999 2000 1999
Birth of 121 124 137 121 126 118
The Blues
Mardi 112 125 137 119 118 113
Gras
Total Pointa: 2000 1999
751 714

In order for us to retain the most improved
chorus, we will need to score approximately
820 points at the District Contest in
Charleston WV.

T our last meeting, the Music Team decided
that the Performing Chorus at the 2001
Annual Show would sing the following songs:

2001 Space Odyssey Thame(show opener)
Hello Mary Lou
1f The Rest Of The worlds Don't Want You
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I'm Sitting On Top Of The World
Swinging On A Star
This Little Light Of Mine/

Do Lord Medley
What A Wonderful world
Sentimental Journay

You will note that we will have to learn
only four new songs, as we were able to
incorporate Erom our current repertoire
into the show.

Ed Crosley and Louise Weddington are
currently working on lumingﬁtapﬂs and
these will be available to t Parforming
Chorus within the very near future.

The next Music Team meeting is scheduled
for T:30PM on October 23rd at St. Bernards
Church.

2000 CHAFTER LEADERSHIP TEAM

President————-——=Jim Mally 330-929-3600
Development YP-Richard Bais 330-673=5091
Development VP-Larry Steele 330-434-3724
Mugic VP————Buddy Craigo 330-659-9699
Program VP------Vic Dandrea 330-928-1576
R&CoaSerVF Charles Horning 330-666-5676
Secretary----———-"Dan Nichols 330-923-8040
Treasurar——-HRobert Horning 330-836-3439
Delegat@=-===Bill Kuntz 330=-330-836-2785
Chorus Director--Tom Gentry 330-628-5299

CALENDAR cont'd

27 Fly Flag
27=28 CLeveland Wegt Suburban Dinner

Ehow
29 DAaylight Savings Time - set clock
back 1 hour
31 HALLOWEENM
HOVEMBER

2 Harsony Por Lunch Bunch 11AM
Dontino's 535 Cuyahoga Falls Ave
Akron Ohio

Board Of Directors Meating 7:30PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE

National Election Day

Veterans Day F/Flag

Annual Christmas Tree Festival
Knight Center Akron OH

21 Distribution of BOTY Ballots

23 THANKSGIVING DAY F/Fla

28 Collection of BOTY Ballots

P
00— =3 =3

Board Of Directors Meeting-TBA Each Month
T:30PM. Harmony Por Lunch Bunch - First
Thursday each month-11AM DONTIMOS Fine
Italian Cusine 535 Cuyahoga Falls Ave
Akron OH.

BULLETIN EDITOR - ED CROSLEY
2126-20TH STREET CUYAHOGA FALLS OH 44223
TEL:(330)923-6809
E-mail: edcrosleyBacl.com

DERBYTONWNN GAZETTE

The official newsletter of the Akron
Chapter of the Society for the Preserv-
ation and Encouragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing in America, INC

CALENDAR oOF EVENTSES
CCTOBER
9 Columbus Day(Observed) F/Flag
§ Yom Kippur
10 Election Of Akron Chapter Qfficers
& Board Of Directors for 2001
20-22 JAD District Conventionn, and HOD
Meeting Charlesto wv '
21 Cider Press Deadline (DEC issus)
23 Music Team Meeting St. Bernard
Church T7:30PM

A TIP OF THE RED DERBY
Barbershopper of the Month

By: Luke Frohnapfal

The Award for the month of September has
been made to:

DAN NICHOLS

for his service on the Annual Corn Roast
Team that prepared and served all that
wonderful food that was consumed by those
hungry barbarshoppars on Septamber 19th.




