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DERBYTOWN GAZETTE

FROM ure FRONT
By: Tom Gentry Chorus Director

Big times are here for the Derbytown Chorus.
Divisional contest in Hubbard takes place
on the 16th; we have a major performance
with the kids from ETC on the 30th; and
next month is the District competition.

Are you ready to rrusssmmpmmsmmmbbiilllle?

We have been working hard lately on faces,
bodies, and expressing important lyrics
with the help of movement and changes of
expression. Keep up the good work men,

a8 someé progress is being made. Also
important are maintaining that tall sound
and a connected sound flow.

Of course, good breath support is wital
too. Here is a Harmonet post from Lloyd
Smith, an American of my acquaintance who
lives and barbershops in Mew Zealand Try
this at home:

Ideally, an exercise for increasing breath
support should help us to experience the
fealing in this support (inhalation) muscles
that go along with controlling the breath
flow. My favorite is to start with a gentle
hiss (s88...).

Typically, the exercise might go like this:
I agk the chorus to take a breath, as though
they are about to sing, then suspend the
breath with an cpen throat. While they

are in that state of breath suspension,

I ask them to notice how they feel - they
should feel rib ex ion, for example,
and they might feal some expansion across
the back. They should fesl some firmness
in the abdominal muscles. Then I ask them
to relax, and let the breath out.

The next step is the hiss, I ask them to
take a singing breath, and to let it out
with a ?antla hiss. Some singers will hiss
aggressively, controlling it with the
tongue, a0 I usuvally stop right away and
remind them that the hiss should be a small
one, controlled by the rib and abdeminal
muscles - not the tongue. I remind them

of the feeling of suspension - you are
letting the air ascafa, like a small leak,
rather than forcing it out.

S0 we start the hiss again. While the chorus
is hissing at me, I talk over it. I ask
them to notice how their abdominal muscles
feel, and ask them if they feel the
continuing expansion of their ribs, I feel
thea to take a breath when necessary and
come back in (to “ata?ga: their breathing"
-~ a chance to oblique y reinforce another
concept). Of course, I'm not talking all
the time - my comments are interspersed
with my own hissing. While I'm hissing,

I will often put a hand on my (ample)
stomach, which again directs the singer's
attention to their abdominal muscles

After a bit of hissing, I like to go back
and forth from a hiss to comfortable wvocal-
izing. I ask the chorus to start the hiss,
then, when I signal, to sing "Ah" (I
demonstrate on 2 comfortable pitch). the
idea iz to keep the same feel m rib
expansion and firmness in the nal
muscles while vocalizing. When I signal
again, the chorus is to go back to tha
hiss. Again I ask them to breath whenever
they need to, and take them back and forth
between the hiss and the vowel
{s8ss85558sAhhhhhhssssAhhhhassAhnnnn ) .

Then, of course, it's time to sing a polecat
or a repertoire song while keeping the
fealing of support.

FROM THE OLE PERFESSER'S DESK

Contest is coming up and it should be a
high-light of the Barbershop year. Remember—
-ing that the main thing is to keep the
main thing, the main thin? can get lost

inn majoring on the details, but it's more
important ever

The main thing is to do our very best for
the avdience, whether they are the genaral
public or judges. Mo different, right

All you need to do is maintain breathing
and tone while remembering all the moves,
keap miling. breathe remember the words,
breath don't fall off the risers, support
the tone, breath, remember target vowels,
gtand erect and breathe and oh yeah have
un.

That's really the Main Thing - HAVE FUN.

TAKE NOTE
BY
Buddy Craigo
VP Music and Performance

Due to personal commitments and family
vacation, I was unable to attend the past
several rehearsals. I had thulggporl;mit.
to attend the last rehearsal certainly
detected a marked improvesent in the singing
quality and stage presences of our
performing chorus. Finally, our faces have
become alive and we sing with feeling and
passion that has never existed before.
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I believe the effort put forth by each
of the chorus members is finally paying
dividends and Tom, Scott and Louise with
their persistence and capable leadership,
have certainly made a significant
contribution to our overall improvement.

Are we prepared for the Divisional Contest
at Hubbard OH on September 16th to followed
by the District contest in Charleston wWv
on Octobar 20th? Alt wa have made
great progress, we still have some fellows
who are uncertain of their stage
presentation moves and need to work with
Louise in order to make each move with
confidence. It is our goal to retain the
Most I Cherus trophy! In order to
accomplish this goal, we need to score

a imately 100 points higher than we
did in 1999,

We are going to stage only about 25 meshers
at the Divisional Contest and it would

be most helpful if some of you members

who have bmen active for the past several
months would join us at the District Contest
in Charleston. There is still time and
Louise is always most willing to teach
ntafa presence to anyone who is willing

to learn.

REMINDERS

Ara you interested in forming a new guartet?
Jerry Magon has accepted the role of Quartet
Coordinator and is will to assist anyone
who would like to form a cuartet. It has
been well established that quartet activity
is very important to the viability and
success of all chapters and we certainly
need to see rencwed interest in “qua:tal:i:z"
in the Akron Chapter. Many of you display

a tremendous interest in last year's Singing
Valentine Frogram and certainly is not

to earl:; to form a quartet for Valentines
Day 2001.

The next meeting of the Music Team is
scheduled for September 25th at St.
Bernard's Church. All members are encouraged
to attend and bring forth any issues related
te music and presentation. We always have

a lively and engaging meeting!

Thanks to Bill weddington and his close
assocliation with the BETC gr , W& have

the cpportunity to sing with this fine
group again on Septesber 30th at Central
Hower High School, Rkron 0H. It is most
important that we make a good presentaticn
:t I:Ig.l::;vmt and all members are encouraged
o attend.

Please remember to bring your tape recorders
to future rehearsals; you will be required
to self-tape all Show songs for-review
your section Leader. Our Director feels
t nelt—taiuing is an excellent individual
teaching tool and wants to reinstate this

activity as soon as possible. Flease
recognize that this an:t:lvit{ is not intended
to demean any singer and will not be used
a5 a prerequisite or qualifier for singing
in the annual show.

A VLQ is needed for the annual show. If
you are interested, there is a si

sheat on the bulletin board. You will need
to pass an audition to be conducted by

our director, Tom Gentry. In keeping with
the parody theme of the show, it has been
suggested that the VLQ sing a rendition

of the Martin Hop. Please see Tom or Jerry
for particulars.

AF Elections are coming upl Mot just
Bush - Gore, but Chapter
Administrators! Mow's your chance
to prove you can do a better job.
Seriously, it always helps to bring
new bleod on the team; could that
be you? Get involwved!

Bb Attendance has not been the best,
let's attribute it to summer slump
and work to get it back up.

CF Contest is ::u-iru_i Set 16th at Hubbard
Hiqh School. Let's all do our bast.
We ve had some great rehearsals,
especially since Harmony College.

Dm Speaking of Harmony College, Tom,
Zcott and Louise have each come back
all fired-up and with scme great ideas.
ﬁ:t;i!mtm their enthusiasm and just

E Contest is coming and what always
follows that? Corn Roast! 19
at the Tadmsor le, Akron . We
still help from er members,
especially on cleanup. In order for
it to be the best event, gat involved!
Invite a singing guest!
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i 2000 CHAPTER LEADERSHIP TEAM

President—————— Jim Mally 330-929-3600
Development VP-Richard Bais 330-673-5091
Developmsent VP-Larry Steale 330-434-3724
Husic VPss===-=Buddy Craigo 330-659-9699

Program VP---——Vic Dandrea 3310-52B-1576
REComSerVP Charles Horning 330-666-5676
Secretary——-——Dan Nichols 330-923-8040

Treasurar----Aobart Horning 330-B36-3439
Delegate——-Bill Kuntz 330-130-8316-2785
Chorus Director--Tom Gentry 330-62B-6299

CALENDAR cont'd

20-22 JAD District Convention, and HOD
Meeting Charelston WV
21 Cider Press Daadline (DEC)
27 FPly Flag
27-28 Cleveland west Suburban Dinner
Show
29 Daylight Savings Time - sat clock
back 1 hour
31 HALLOWEEN

Board Of Directors Meeting-TBA Each Month
T:30PM. Harmony For Lunch Bunch - First
Thursday each month-11AM DONTINOS Pine
Italian Cusine 535 Cuyahoga Falls Ave
Akron OH.

BULLETIN EDITOR - ED CROSLEY
2126-20TH STREET CUYAHOGA FALLS OH 44223
TEL:(330)923-6809
E-mail: edcrosleyfacl.com

DERBYTOWHN GAZETTE

The official newsletter of the Akron
Chapter of the Scciety for the Preserv-
ation and Encouragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing in America, INC

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SEPTEMEER

0 Grandparent's Day

5 POW/MIA Recognition Day

6 Eastern Divisicnal Contest
Hubbard High School, Hubbard OH

7 U.S. Constitution Approval (1787)

9 ANNUAL AKRON CHAPTER CORN ROAST

2

5

&

Er——y

-

Masonlic Temple Krebs Rd Akron OH

Autusn Begins

Muslc Team Meeting 7:30PM PTED

Homination Committes's Report

Slate for Chapter Officers, Board

Members & Board Members at Large

for year 2001

30 RASH HASHANMAH

30 ETC Show Performance Central /Hower
High School Akron OH

OCTOBER
2 Board Of Directors Meeting 7:30PM
Jim Mally's Home

Tl B Bad

3 BULLETIN DEADLINE

3 Hominatiocins From The Floor for
2001 Board Of Directors

5 Harmony For Lunch Bunch 11AM
Dontine's 535 Cuyahoga Falls Ave
Akron Chio

9 Columbus Day(Observed) F/Flag

9 Yom Kippur

10 Electon Of Akron Chapter Officers

& Board Of Directors for 2001

EMERGY & TALENT & SOMBITRENT

ALL AMERICAN YOLUTH SHOW CHOIR

An ‘f\fem'ng with ETC

and Friends
September 30. 2000
700 PM

Central Hower Auditorium
jr rm‘.uﬂ'ug

ETC

The All American Show Choir
The Main Street Singers
The New Generation

and fn’enbs
The Derbytown Chorus

Tickets
Adules - $7.00
Stubdents and Seniors $5.00

Call 330-253-3848 far Infermation




